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BOOK CLUB GUIDE 

About the Book: 

When Amy Abernathy's sweetheart left to fight against 
the British without saying goodbye, Amy picks up the 
pieces of her heart and chooses independence. 
Benjamin Hanson learns Amy has been captured by 
renegade soldiers. Now he faces a difficult choice: free 
the sassy, obstinate woman he loves or protect 
Charles Town from the vengeful British. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What’s this book’s greatest strength? What made it good (or not so good)? It’s biggest weakness? 

2. Amy’s renowned for being a wonderful storyteller. How was that ability reflected in her actions and 
reactions to events? 

3. What themes did you notice? Self-discovery? Change of power? Inner versus outer strength? 

4. Amy has a small box of treasures to remind her of Benjamin and the love they shared. Reflect on 
what the items represent to her with regard to his qualities. 

5.  How does the Structure of the book (flashbacks, varying points of view) affect the story? Why did 
the author choose to present the story in this way? 

6.  How did the writer bring the characters to life? 

7. The smoky quartz pendant is a prized possession. What does it represent to the state officials? To 
Amy? 

8. Does the author use language in a way that’s different or striking? Do you think the book is well 
written? What style or “voice” does the author use, and how is it effective (or not effective)? 

9. Benjamin’s attitude toward women in general, and Amy in particular, changes during the course of 
the story. How and why does it change? 

10. What motivates the characters? Do they have a chip on their shoulder, a hidden agenda, or a mental 
health issue? 
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