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BOOK CLUB GUIDE 

About the Book: 

Cassie Fairhope longs for only one thing: to escape her mother’s 
tyranny. Her plan? Seduce the young man, who is acting as 
innkeeper while her father is away on business, into marrying her.  

But Flint Hamilton has his own plans and they don’t include 
marriage, even to the pretty temptress. He quickly learns that 
running a roadside inn in northern Alabama in 1821 means dealing 
not only with the young woman and her hostile mother but also 
with horse thieves and rogues.  

When tragedy strikes, Cassie and Flint are forced to face 
unforeseen challenges and dangerous decisions together in order 
to attempt to rid the inn of its newly arrived specter—who doesn’t 
have any plan to leave… 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Does the author use language in a way that’s different or striking? Do you think the book is well 
written? What style or “voice” does the author use, and how is it effective (or not effective)? 

2. Why does Cassie view the inn as her “prison”? What does she plan to do about it? 

3. Does the plot and subplots make sense? Are there any holes or loose ends? 

4. How does the setting affect the theme, characters, and plot? Could it have happened anywhere, at 
any time? If so, how would the novel have changed? 

5. Why does Mercy react badly to Flint Hamilton’s presence at the inn? 

6. Did the book’s characters remind you of another book? 

7. What are Mercy’s treasurers and why was she killed for them? 

8. What’s this book’s greatest strength? What made it good (or not so good)? It’s biggest weakness? 

9. Cassie blames herself for her mother’s murder. Why does Flint insist she’s not to blame? 

10. Did your opinions about any of the characters change? 
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