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BOOK CLUB GUIDE 

About the Book: 

Determined to fend for herself in an independent 
America, widow Evelyn Hamilton faces soaring post-
Revolutionary-war inflation as she struggles to provide 
for herself and her infant son. Militiaman Nathaniel 
Williams finds his heart ensnared by the smart, 
beautiful widow, forcing him to make the hardest 
decision of his life. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Did this book fit into a genre? What conventions of the genre did it follow, and which did it 
break? 

2. Was Nathaniel’s goal of moving to the frontier adventurous or selfish? Why? 

3. What’s this book’s greatest strength? What made it good (or not so good)? It’s biggest 
weakness? 

4. What role did Peggy play in the story? What did Evelyn learn from her? 

5. What do you think happens after the book ends? 

6. What do you think the author is trying to say to the reader? 

7. Did Evelyn see her dead husband’s ghost or something else? 

8. Describe how the main character changed over the course of the book. 

9. Do you believe Evelyn should have gone after Nathaniel? Why? 

10. Did your opinions about any of the characters change? 
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